
The Writing Review 
 
For the Writing Review, try to hit at least the 500 word mark. I know the prompt says 
400-550 words, but I really want these reflections to be fully developed. Also, they need 
to be specific and not a summary of the semester. Many of the reflections, which were 
turned in with the reading journals, were too much of a summary. If you plan on using 
some of the same sentences, make sure they are specific to your experiences this 
semester. Remember, the purpose of this assignment is for you to analyze your 
development as a writer – and analyses demand examples, commentary, and structure. 
You should put your best thinking and best writing forward in this assignment. 
Sloppiness and laziness won’t be rewarded. Nor will incomplete answers. Articulated 
efforts at critical thinking and analysis will be. Here are some Dos and Don’ts: 
 
Do: 

1. Reread your BA1 
2. Reread all of your graders’ comments from this semester and try to discern which 

mistakes you had the biggest problem with 
3. Take the post-semester diagnostic and compare and contrast your new score 

(which you will need to state) with your pre-semester diagnostic (which you 
should probably restate).  

4. Organize your review effectively. Include: an introduction, a thesis, at least two 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

5. Give specific examples – quoting from your past work or graders’ commentary is 
okay if you can show us what you learned from that situation. 

6. Mention skills that you have developed or are still developing. 
7. Mention (briefly) grammar or mechanical errors that you have resolved or are 

still working on. 
8. Discuss how the skills you have developed this semester have been useful in other 

classes or elsewhere – perhaps even in your future work.   
 
Don’t: 

1. Summarize the course. 
2. Catalog or list the assignments. References to the assignments should be done by 

explaining what you learned from it – why it was an important moment in this 
semester for you. 

3. Be overly (and obnoxiously) praising of the course – you know what that will 
seem like. We want to hear that you learned something, just don’t seem like you 
are being overly nice just to get an ‘A.’ (Oftentimes, the person you have to thank 
for learning so much is yourself – many of you should be proud of your efforts 
this semester.) 

4. Take this as your opportunity to launch a vendetta against the graders, the 
course, the First-Year Writing program, or me. This is not the appropriate place 
to do that. This is the appropriate place to earn some relatively easy points before 
final grades are posted. If you want to complain, call a family member. If you 
want to complain to someone at Tech, email me. Being disrespectful in this 
assignment will only hurt you. 

 
Consider Answering the Following Questions: 

1. Did you develop any useful and permanent writing or learning strategies because 
of this course? (Ex: going to office hours, seeking help, going to the UWC) 



2. If you took the course before, what went wrong then, and how did you fix it this 
semester? What made this time different? 

3. What are the your strengths and weaknesses as a writer—whether these are 
things that you have determined, or that you have been told by instructors, 
diagnostics, or other external agents? Have these changed from the BA1? How 
so? 

4. What were your goals when entering the course? (Did you mention any in the 
BA1?) Did you have a plan for achieving those goals, or did the course, as it 
unfolded, help you find a way of achieving those goals?  

5. What assignments were most representative of your best work? The worst work? 
And why, in either case? How did you know this?  

6. Of the goals you had at the beginning of the course, how many of those were 
achieved? How many remain a work in progress?  

7. What new goals surfaced during the semester—goals that aren’t easily met in the 
course of 16 weeks. What do you have to work on in his or her writing over the 
next few years of college? 

To fully consider these questions, you need to look at your entire body of work—the 
diagnostics, your class notes and activities, every writing assignment, your 
textbook, your e-handbook, conferences with me or writing center consultants, 
feedback and grades.  
 
Remember, just because you may not be taking an English class soon 
doesn’t mean your support disappears. You can still visit the University 
Writing Center with writing for non-English classes and your 
subscription to the St. Martin’s eHandbook should be active for four 
years. 
 
Thank you all for a great semester. I hope it has at least been bearable for you. Most 
of you should enjoy the break feeling very proud of yourselves. Those of you making 
top grades this semester did so because you worked hard and earned them – be 
proud. 


