
BA 7: To demonstrate your ability to apply principles of revision to your own writing 
 

First, write a short summary of the strengths and weaknesses of your current draft. Using instructor feedback, 

peer critiques, and your own analysis, identify the specific elements that work well for your intended reader 

and those that do not. 

1. Summary of Strengths 

a. Identify Specific Elements (at least 2) that Worked Well  

i. (good idea to use quotes from your paper) 

ii. Again – use fully formed thoughts. My thesis was strong vs. “My thesis, which 

was “quote it” was strong BECAUSE. . .” 

2. Summary of Weaknesses 

a. Identify Specific Elements (at least 2)  that Didn’t Work  

i. (use quotes from your graders/critiquers) Or paraphrase a consensus – did 

graders/critiquers say the same thing? In doing your peer critiques you may have 

found something you want to utilize in your revision. If so, great. Be specific. 

ii. Same rules apply. 

3. Overall Evaluative Statement of the State of Your Initial Draft – Good and bad, what worked and 

what needs help. 

Next, write a plan of action. Begin by identifying three specific areas or elements from your draft that you 

intend to revise and explain why you chose each one. Then, using the recommendations from chapters 6 (see 

pp. 118-124) and 10 from First-Year Writing and chapter 4 of the St. Martin’s Handbook, explain the steps you 

will take to revise each one. This should be an essay of 500-650 words. 

1. My plan of action for revision focuses on three problem areas: 1) problem one, 2) problem two, 

and 3) problem three.  

2. Identify Problem 1 

a. Explain why you think it is important to address this problem. (Hint: it should be the 

biggest and most significant problem you have – think, audience, purpose, thesis.) 

i. At this point, you can quote remarks from your graders/critiquers that helped 

you identify this problem. 

b. Explain, step-by-step how you plan to fix this problem. (You should probably have at 

least three steps). Echo the strategies you learned from the text or e-book. “Based on the 

strategies from Ch. 5 in the St. Martin’s Handbook, I plan to. . .” 

c. Model the revision you MIGHT make. This does not have to be written in stone, but it 

demonstrates you are taking this seriously (it will also save you work in upcoming BA’s) 

3. Identify Problem 2 

a. Repeat 1.a 

b. Repeat 1.b 

c. Repeat 1.c 

4. Identify Problem 3 

a. Repeat 1.a 

b. Repeat 1.b 

c. Repeat 1.c 

5. End with a Statement that Projects how these Changes will Influence Your Paper as a Whole 

 

*** Look ahead. The next assignments are an introductory revision, and then a sentence level (body 

paragraph) revision. Sooooo, taking the time to do a well-thought-out revision plan, with specific changes will 

not only help your grade, it will save you work in the upcoming weeks. Yay! 


